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ABSTRACT

The avifauna recorded at the reservoir Sirsatwadi located in southern part of (19" 9? ?n', 75" 10° 'E)
Pathardi Tahasil, Distnict: Ahmednagar, Maharashtra. India, is presented in this paper. Qut of seventy-nine
families of Indian birds, twenty-lwo are represented in study area. Thirty avifauna species have been u#cmm:d
and recorded.  The majority of the birds trom the checklist are vesidents of the arca studied. This study

demonstrates the omithological importance of this region.
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Introduction

As elsewhere in the world, birds have
great significance in many Indian cultures. The
sublime imprint of birds in Indian culture is
since Vedic time. Meclody of their song,
majesty of their flight and magic of their color,
has symbolized the infinite spirit of happiness
and freedom. Our noble tradition teaches us to
accept with humility. The humankind is a part
ol natural hcritage and not its master. Several
avifaunal species have silently vanished.
Wetand birds are threatened because of
drainage of marshes and pollution of river
system.

Water body birds in villages are
threatened because of  detorestation,
agriculture runoff and pesticide. Birds are
good indicators of the state of our
environment,  spatial  bio-diversity  and
consequently sustainability. Birds arc an
important source of revenue through bird
watching tourism. Birds also provide an
excellent means to create awarceness of nature
and the cnvironment among young people.
Moreover, places where a wide varicty of birds
are found tend to have a wide variety of other

forms of life. Birds are thus good indicators of

diversity of plants  and  animals.  How
effectively we are conserving the world birds
is & means ot assessing how successful we are
1 safeguarding ccosystem’'s function and bio-
diversity as a whole the world's ecospace. The
present study s the attempt to understand the
avifauna of this region.
Materials and Methods

The present study has been carried out

rnswsteebodvy Sitsatwadi located in southemn

part of (19° 9" N, 75° 10° E) Pathardi Tahasil,
fall in Agargaon range of Balaghat, District
Ahmednagar, Maharashtra, India. The
Shirsatwadi reservoir is PT (Percolation Tank)
type rescrvoir. It was constructed during the
year 1974 having lheight of 12.63 meter The
catchment arca is 5.28 square miles, which
stores 30.00 meft water and indirectly arca
arigated is 450 acres, which is a hilly area
with  draught conditions. The  village
Shirsathwadi is stwated in command area of
reservoir. The dug wells and bore wells in
command arca are used for drinking warer
source and agriculture are depending on this
reservoir. The villagers use this reservoir tor
bathing, cloths washing, vehicle washing,
cattle wading, pisciculture and other domestic
activities.

The agriculture runoft and
deforestation are major sources of pollution.
The Agargaon range (locally called Garbheiri).
the part of Balaghat in the Tahasil forms the
main watershed between Godawari and Bhima
ributaries™ . The hilly area region falls 1n
semi-arid zone. In this section. the hills have a
va.ricd and picturesque aspeet, several of the
mior valleys are well wooded. The water
body under stdy is also well wooded.
Numbers of small water bodies are also
present in arca; theretore numbers of birds are
scen m this area. Many of, wees are used by
birds as nesting sites, as they are tall enough
and leafy. The mixed vegetstion, ﬂowcriﬁg
shrubs and bushes, open arca and neighboring
water  reservours provide g bealthy
environment to the birds and hence variety of
birds can be observed 7 he  birds  were



Flora and Fauna
P

=04 Vol 20y ) Specia] Issye
obsenved by scnsﬁnat

lre uent \'i\‘ ~
N ' ! q MU L0 study
drea Sll_\iﬂ\\'i‘.di I . ll}

_ eservorr durine
penod June 2007 1o May

- 2014, ldentification
ol ditterent )

: Species was carried oul witly the
nelp of references' 2*
Results and Discussion

Tuble 1 is the checklist of birds
recorded at study arca. The nomenclature and
laxonomie  amrangement follows  the
cgm'cmion “5 The list includes only those
birds that were seen by the author.
TABLE -1: Aavifauna of study area,
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Out of the 79 families of Indiun birds, 22 are
represented in study arca. Thirty birds’ species
have been identified and recorded from study
area.  Forty-four families of birds were
reported  from  Ahmednugar  city  and
surrounding area’, The majority of the birds
from the list are residents of the arca studicd.
The maximum species were recorded in winter
months. This  study demonstrates  the
omithological importance of this region.

Family { S, \: l S.N. . Common Name Scientific Name
| : Familics Spevics
| Aleudidac 5 | 8 Crested Lurk Galerida cristuna
‘ 4 Pochard Avihva myroca
| Anstidac 3 3 Spot-Billed Duck | Anus paccilorhvecha
\j 6 Wiggon Anas penclope
Apodidae |18 a5 | White-Breasted Kingfisher Jialvon swvrnensts
Ardoidue ] 1 | Canle Egret . Bubulcus this
| Crarudndae I3 22 | Red Wanled Lapwing Vanellus indrcus
-3 17 Rock Pigeon Columba livia
\ Columbpidaz 11 18 Red Turtile Dove Streptopeha orientalis
i ¢ 12 Ilouse Crow Corvus splendens
Corvidar g 13 Junzal Crow Corvus macrorhvahas
5 A 21 Greater Coucal Centropus sIensis
| Cumlicay 0 28 Indian Plaintive Cuckoo Cacgmiantis passerinus
Hirundioidas © 9 Common Swallow Hirundo rustica
Landac 14 2] River Tern Sterna auroantia
| Meropidae 17 24 I (ireen Bee-Fater Muevopidac oricntails
Motwaailldae { 13 20 | Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava
| Musciczpidue 19 26 | Ashv Priia Privia socialis
| Picidas 22 30 | Yellow-Fronted Pied Woedpecker | Dendrocopus mahraitensis.
Ploceidac g I-} | House Sparrow Pasver dam_c:f.lir.:u
J 13 Bava Weaver Ploceus philippinus
Podizipedidae | 16 23 | Littlz Grebe Tachvhaptus rulicollis
| Palticidac | 21 29 Rose Rinved Parakeat Psittacula krameri
| Pyvcnonotiduz 10 - I 16 Red-Vented Bulbul Pychonstus cafer
| Recurvirostridas 4 7 Black- Winged Stilt Himaniopus himantopus
|_Seolopucidae 12 19 Sand Piper Acritis hvpolencos
Srurmdas 3 10 Brahaminy Myna Sturnus pagodarum
I . Cammon Myna Acridotheres irisns
Threskiomiihidae A 2 Spaanhill Platailea leucoredia
| 3 White Libis Threkiornis melanocevhalus
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